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Naval Report. 


Navy Department; Nov. 15, 1514. 

Six—lIn obedience to the resolution of the 
senate, passed on the 15th of March last, di- 
recting the secretary of the navy to devise and 
digest a system for the better organization of 
the navy of the United States, I have now the 
honor to report the following system, with 
such prefatory observations as appear to me 

ertinent to the occasien. 

It has been atlirmed and cannot be denied, 
that imperfections exist in the civil ad- 
ministration of the naval establishment; hence 
it has been inferred, that a radical change of 
system can alone remedy the evils. 

Legislative wisdom will readily discrimi- 
nate between the constituent principles upon 
wuich the present establishment is predicated, 
and has thus far prospered, and the defects 
wiich result from the absence of an intelli- 
gent, practical auxiliary agency, qualified to 
digest, arrange, and entorce a proper system 
of detailed regulations, calculated to enstre 
the judicious and faithful application of pub- 
lic monies; a strict accountability in the ex- 
penditure of supplies; and a rigid execution 
of the duties enjoined om all the officers and 
agents connected with the establishment. 

Profusion, waste and abuse, are the inher- 
ént offspring of all extensive public institu- 
tions; and if we occasionally perceive these 
evils ia some degree, in the naval establish- 
ment of the U. States, we are not thence to 
infer their absence from similar establish- 
ments in other countries, where naval science 
and experience may be presumed to have pro- 
vided sreater safe-guards, and more numerous, 
skilful, and vigilant agencies. 

But regulations, however correct and ade- 
quate to the end, become nugatory, or worse, 
unless the authority and the means are co- 
extensive, and competent to enforce the exe. 
cution, or punish the violation thereof. ‘I his 
may account for the non-exisience of many 
wholesome regulations in the civil adminis- 
tration of the navy of the United States; and 
for the imperfect execution of those which ex- 
ist. Breaches of the latter too frequently es- 


! 


cape with impunity, from the impossibility of 


the head of the department taking ¢ogni- 
zance of all the multifarious concerns -of the 
establishment. It is problematical, however, 
whether the excess may not be more injurious 
than the deficiency of regulation; in the 
former case, responsibility may be lost in the 


Seminal 


an ——is 
cy, whilst in the latter, general instruction, 
and sound discretion, not unfrequenily ensure 
reater success and responsibility. 

‘I‘hat the duties enjoined, or which necessa- 
rily devolve upon the secretary of the navy, 
particularly during a period of active and di- 
versified hostility, are beyond the powers of 
any individual to discharge to the best advan- 
tage, cannot be doubted, although by great 
labor and assiduity, with adequate profes- 
sional qualifications, he may possibly, execute 
the general and most essential branches of 
duty with tolerable success. 
in the progress of reform, whilst we pay 
due respect tothat system, the establishment 
of which has attained the greatest celebrity, 
more, it is believed, from its magnitude and 
power, than from the excellenee of its civil 
administration, we ought not to lose sight of 
its palpable and acknowledged cefects; nor 
of those features in our own system, to which, 
in no trivial degree, the exalted reputation of 
our infant navy may te attributed. 

‘That our navy is not excelled in any thing 
which constitutes efficiency, perfect equip- 
ments, and general good qualities, it is believ- 
ed, will be admittcd. ‘That our seamen are 
better paid, fed, and accommodated, is no Jess 
true. That ai, the imported, and many of the 
domestic articles of equipment, and of con- 
sumption in the service, are exceedingly ep- 
hanced; that the wages of mechanical labor 
is more than double that which is paid by 
Great Britain; that our expenditure is greatly 
increased by the interruption to navigahle 
transportion, and the great extent of the local 
service, is equally obvious. Yet, under all 
these circumstances, it is demonstrable, that 
upon a comparison of an equal quantity ofton- 
nage and number of guns.and men, or in pro- 
portion to the number ofmen alone, our naval 
expenditure is considerably less than that for 
the navy of G. Britain, in which “one hun- 
dred and forty five thousand men are employ- 
ed, at an expense of more than 20 millions of 
ounds sterling annually.” 

The local service is, from its scattered, ir- 
regular, and irresponsible nature, much more 
expensive and wasteful than that of the regular 
pavy; the more perfect organization of which, 
and responsibility of command, ensure a more 
faithful superintendance and accountability. 
Hence the current expenditure of the service 
would be an extravagant criterion by which 
to estimate that of a regular establishment 
under a judicious sysiem. ‘I'he force employ- 





maze and mass of detail and multiplied agen- 
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Jine of stations from Louisiana to Maine, and 
from Champlain to Huron, consequently it 
is weak, is readily to be penetrated, at almost 
any point on our maritime frontier, by the 
concentration of a small hostile force; and it 
is extensive in proportion to its diffusion. In- 
dependently of the deleterious nature of this 





service upon the health and habits of those 





employed in it, we are, from the present ne- 
-cessity of this system deprived of the service 
of a body of officers and seamen, suilicient to! 
-Inan ‘thirteen ships of the line, such as the 
Independence, Washington and Franklin 74’s. 

Whenwe contemplate the effect which such 
sa force would have, when acting in conjunc- 


mensions and proportions, not only of the se- 
veral rates, but of the numerous distinct clas- 
ses of the same rate, as well in their hulls as 
in their masts, sais and equipments, and in 
a still greater degree in tlieir qualities for 
combined action, demonstrates the prevalence 
of caprice and prejudice, instead of science 
and system. When lord Neison was off Ca- 
aig, with seventeen o eighteen sail of the 
line. he had no less than seven different classes 
of seveniy-four gun ships, each requiring dif- 
ferent masts, sails, yards, &c. so that if one 
ship was disabled, the others could not supply 
her with appropriate stores. 

The consequence resulting from this defec- 


tion upon our own coast and waters, or in| tive organization and want of system are 


squadron, pursuing the commercial fleets of 
the enemy on Lhe ocean, or in the harbors of 





his colonies, it is impossible to avoid the con- 
clusion, that our waters would be freed from) 
invasion; our coast from blockade, his mili-| 
tary and naval resources intercepted to such a! 
degree as to paralyze his efforts en this conti- 
nent, supersede the necessity of a vast milita-! 
ry establishment, co-extensive with our mari-| 
time, Canadian, and Indian frontiers ; and our! 
citizens from those harassing, irregular, and | 
inconvenient calls of militia, which the pre-| 
datory enterprizes of the enemy so frequently, 
produce. In short, according to my concep-| 
tions, this cheap and eflivient national defence | 
should be adopted as soon as circumstances | 
will admit, and cherished by a well digested, | 
energetic and liberal system, steadily progres- 
sing with the population, commerce, and re- 
sources of the nation. 

The nature, construction and equipment of) 
the ships, which constitute a navy, form the 
basis of its efficiency, durability and economy, 
and the most important branch in the civil ad- 
ministration of its affairs. With a view to 
the reform and extension of the naval esta- 
blishment of the U. States, their objects 





tention, combined with such sn organization 


best results. : | 
The defects in this part of the British sys-| 
tem have been the theme of criticism and re- 


prehension for many years past. The most; 


strongly illustrated in the fact, related by a 
recent professional writer of rank and ta- 
lents that “out of five hundred and thirty 
eight ships, &e. in the British navy, now at 
sea, there are only siaty nine which are, in 
reality, superior inthe discharge of metal or 
force of blows, but inferior in sailing, to some 
of the American frigates and that there are 
but eighteen, which urless in smooth water, 
are equal to contend with the U. States, leav- 
ing four hundred and fifty one, out of five hun- 
dred and thirty eight;which are admitted to be 
incompetent to engage, single handed, with 
an American frigate.” 

These facts are encouraging, and serve to 
show, that although the numericial force of 
the enemy in ships and men appears to be 
overwhelming, yet if the aggregate number 
of officers, seamen and marines which the 
United States may, even now engage for the 
public service, was concentrated, in eighteen 
or twenty ships of the line, such as have been 
recently built, it would piace all the ships al- 
luded to, in the quotation just recited, except 
the eighteen, hors de combat; nor could our 
enemy proteet his commerce and colonies, 
and combine such a force as would counteract 
the power and offensive enterprize of an Ame- 
rican squadron so truly formidable. Wiih 


such a force it will be perceived that his host 


of frigates and smaller vessels would be 
struck out of the account, or added to the list 
of our navy, if they came in contact. 

These views, it is true, are prospective, buf 





minute, laborious and able investigation has) with a stable, judicious and jiberal system, the 


from time to time taken place, under the di-| result would he realized at no remote period. 
rection and scrutiny of the parliament, yet} Having noticed these exceptions to the civil 
nothing approximating to radical amendment; administration of the British navy, itis but 


has been adopted; and the advocates of re-| just to observe, that the organization of the 


form, either from the subtile ramifications of} military partof their system is much more 

the evil, or the agency of some sinister influ-| perfect. 

ence appear to despair of success. | The regulations and instructions for the 
According to the most intelligent writers,' service at sea, adopted by order in council, 

supported by well established facts, the dete- and published in one quarto volume in 1£08, 

yioration of the British navy, owing to the|are those which now prevail. They are ex- 


injudicious selection and combination of in icellent, and afford much matter worthy of in- 
congruous materials in the construction, and | corporation into our system, with such modi- 


the abortive method of preserving, is very ification as the peculiar circumstances of the 
flarming; and the diversity in the form, d!- service may require. A 
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Ofthe French naval system the department trees, e 


of construction is universally admitted to be: 
the most perfect in existence, and is well wor-| 
thy of imitation. ‘he military part of the! 
system, however, is less perfect in practice 
and not so well adapted to the habits and 
ee of American seamen as that of the Bri- 
tish. 

The character of the navy of any nation 
will be determined by its cémmercial and na- 
vigating enterprise. That of America had 
sarpassed every other, until the unexampled 
prosperity and rapid extension of its com- 
merce excited the envy, jealousy and hostili- 
ty of these who could not meet it in fair, e- 
qual and friendly competition. ‘The same en- 
ergy, skill, vigilance and intrepidity which 
distinguished the commercial navigators of 
the U. States, characterise the officers and 
seamen of thenavy. ‘I'he same superiority | 





=~ 


qual to the estimated produce of fifty 
seven acres, the importance of securing for 
public use all that valuable species of oak, 
which is found only on the southern sea-board 
is sufficiently obvious. a 

Dock yards, foundaries, smitheries and ar- 
mouries, in safeand eligible situations, are in- 
dispensible appendages of so important and 
growing an establishment. ‘These always col- 
lect the best workmen, ‘and a private interest 
cannot interfere with the execution; the mate- 
rials and workmanship are better, and the 
work is performed with more certainty and 
regularity than by contract with privaie indi- 
viduals, whose works in some cases, may be 
so remote from the seat of demand that the 
transportation may cost more than the ar- 
ticle. : 
There is another branch of the service 
which appears to me to merit the serious de- 


of construction which gave to its commercial] liberation of the legislature, with regard io 
marine the celerity and security for which it!the establishment of some regular sys- 
is distinguished, may be seen in the Ameri-|tem, by which the voluntary enlistments 
can navy, which is truly indigenous and dis-;for the navy may derive occasional reinferce- 
tinct from every other. The independent | ment from the services of those seamen who, 
character of the nation is manifestly visible} pursuing their own private oc¢upations, are 
in the genius of its navy. Tne classes of our exempt, by their itinerent habits, from public 


ships, their form, construction, armament and | 
equipment have been tested by experience, and | 
found to have been happily adapted to our 
circumstances, compelling the eneiny either| 
to employ ships of the line against frigates, 
or to construct a new class of ships. Their 
efficiency and perfection have extorted the) 
praise of the enemy. ‘T‘he author before qout 
ed says “the carronades I saw on board the 
U. States’ brig Argus were better mounted, 
and the vessel more complete than those in 
the British navy, and she was uncommonly 
well mancuvred.” 

Our ships are excellent, and all in good 
condition. ‘The classes are few, and so uni- 
form that without inconvenience the masts. 
spars and equipments of any one of a class 
will serve indifferently for any other of the 
same class. AJ] the new ships of each rate 
are of the same class, and are absolutely si- | 
milar in all their equipments, and in the di-' 
mensionsand proport ons of their hulls, masts. | 
spars &c. This strict similarity should be! 
carefully preserved upon every principle of 
convenience, economy and efficiency. 

Timber, which forms an object of much’ 
solicitude in Great Britain, deserves the par- 
ticular attention of the department, the re or-| 
ganization of which will doubtless be made 
to combine the necessary talents and means 
to provide for every branch of the service, 
by a reasonable, diligent, and judicious col- 
lection in secure and convenient depots, of all) 
the materials which enter into the construc-) 
tion and equipments of ships of war. 

W henit is considered that one seventy-four 
gun ship requires two thousand large oak 








service ofany kind. Inmy view there would 
be nothing incompatible with the free spirit 
of our free institutions, orthe rights of indivi- 
duals, if registers, with a particular descriptive 
record, were kept in the several districts, of 
all the seamen belonging to the U. States, 
and provision made by law for olassing and 
calling into the public service, in succession, 
for rea@onable stated periods, such portions or 
classes as the public service might require; and 
if any individual so called should beabsent at 
the time, the next in succession should perform 
the tour of duty of the absentee, who should, 
on his return, be liable to serve his original 
tour, and his substitute be exempt from his 
succeeding regular tour of duty. 

In the miliiary service, should the ranks not 
be tilled by ‘recruits, the deficiency of regular 
force may be filled up by drafts of militia, to 
assemble at a given time and place; not se in 
the naval service, it depends exclusively upon 
voluntary enlistments, upon which there is ne 
reliance for any given object, at any time.or 
piace. Hence themost important expeditions 
may utterly fail, though every possible exer- 
tion shali have been made to carry them into 
effect. 

If we examine with due attention, the na- 
ture, extent and importance of the objects in- 
volved in the administration of the naval af- 
fairs, and contemplate, in the history of ages 
past, the unsuccessful, though indefatigable 
labors of legislation, science and genius to per- 
fect the system, we may i@urn to eppreéiate 
with more accuracy, and cherish with more 
liberality, the life of study. observation and 
experience, required to arrive even at mode 
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tate attainments in a science, wiich, though gular and correct records of all the transactions of 
familiar in the estimation ot all, is the most the board, and to transmit attested copies of alt sucht 
complicated, critical and interesting, that has proceeding to the secretary of the navy, for the in- 


‘ d th spection and revision of the president of the United 
ever engaged the attention or influenced the} states, as soon as may be after the adjournment of 


destinies of nations. My sole object is to in-/the meeting, at which any such proceedings may 
vite the attention and liberality of the nation-|hsve taken place ; and the said board shall have pow- 
al councils, to the requisite talents and qua-{€? to establish such rules and regulations for its 
lifications, for cherishing and-rearing to mata- |", Proceedings, and to employ such numbers of 


: ; .. (clerks and assistants, as weli for the transacting of 
rity, Lhe peau Mead plant, around WHIGR. are the business of the board, as for that of the Hi Se 
entwined the affections and confidence of the inspectors, and to procure such books, maps, charts, 
country. .. ___ |plans, drawings, modcls, and stationary, as the pub- 

Ail these objects appear to me to be rtnti-|lic mterest may require, and the president of the 
mately connected with the revision of the civil] United States may approve. 
administration of our naval affairs, the execu- Sec. 3. Thatit shall be the duty of the secretary 


‘ . of the navy, to arrange and class, under distinet and 
tive branch of which should be conducted by appropriate heads, as equally as muy he, ail such 


persons of large views, collectively combining duties and details, as may be tound impracticable 
all the practical knowledge and professional |for the officers of the department of the navy, as 
iu.elligence, which those important, diversi-|now organized, to execute with advantage to the 


moprepensive subiects, obviously | Public, and, with the approbation of the president 
_ - at la J , Y) of the Un.ted States, to assign to each inspector of 


aot > the navy, the special charge and exceution of one 
We havea good foundation upon Which tol}of the classes, Sa monty for the faiti:ful per- 
raise a durable superstructure; and conclud-j formance of which trust, the said inspectors shall, 
ing that that system cannot be radically |severally, be held responsible under the instruction, 
wrong, which has produced such favorable} 2d subject to the revision of the board of inspect- 
results, I should be unwilling to hazard, by ors, to which a statement of all the transactions of 


heat hg 2 each inspector, shall be submitted, for revision, a€ 
an entire innovation the benefits we have de-| each stated meeting, and an abstract thereof trans- 


rived, and may still derive, by retaining the/mitted monthly to the secretary of the navy, with 
present organization of the navy department, such remarks thereon as the nature of the case may 
and providing by law for an intelligent practi-| require ; and it shall also be the duty of the secreta- 
eal and eilicient auxiliary agency, such as ex-|TY of the navy, to prepare a system of geners| el al 

rience has suggested. lations, defining and prescribing the respec ive 


. . -,| powers and cuties of the board of imspectots of the 
With this view, I have the honor to submit navy, and of the several inspectors, which rules, 


with great deference, the following system | when approved by the president of the United States, 
for the organization of the department of tire| shall be respected and obeyed, until altered or res 
navy of the U. States, distinguishing, for the |voked by the same authority; and the said general 
sake of perspicuity, in the form of a bill, regulations thus prepared and approved, shall be 
those objects which appear to require legis- laid before congvess at their next session. 


Ai! Bi F Bg Sec. 4. That the president of the United States 
lative provision, from those for which execu-|pe. and he is hereby authorized alone to appoint a 


tive regulation may prescribe with more con- person, skilled in the science and practice of naval 
venience and advantage; the outline of which |architecture, to the office of naval constructor, and 
only is given, as the ground work may be fi]- | also to appoint two assistant naval constructors; and 
ed up to greater benefit, when the collected it shall be the duty of the secretary of the navy, to 
experience winll talents sthich tt contemplates ‘prepare such rules and regulations for conducting 


: the business of the constructor’s department, as 
shall have deliberated upon the subject. shall appear necess:ry and proper, which, when ap- 


AN ACT proved by tne president of the United States, shall . 
FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF THE NAVY DEPARTMENT, | respected and obeyed, until revoked by the same _ 
Re it enacted, €2c. That the office, duties, and [authority ; and the naval constructors shall be allow- 
powers of the secretury ef the navy, and’of the ac- ed one clerk, to assist in transacting the business of 
countant, agents-and other. officers, of the fe depa: tment. 


ment of the wavy, be ani remain as now by law es-| Sec. 5. That the president of the United States 
tablished ; exeept as hereinafter modified, altered,|be, and he is hereby authorized, with the consent 
or transferred to any other office or offices, ereated |ayd advice of the senate, to appoint a paymaster of 
by this act. the navy, who shali perform the duties of his office 
Sec. 21. Thatthe president of the United States agreeably to the directions of the president of the 
be and he is hereby authorised, to designate three | United States for the time being, and before he en- 
officers of the navy, and, with the advice and con-|ters upon the duties of the same, shall give bonds, 
sent of the senate, to appoint two other judicious | with good and sufficient sureties, in such sums as 
persons, skilled in naval affairs to be inspectors of! the president of the United States shall direct, for 
the navy, Who together shall constitute a board of} the faithful discharge of his said office, and shalt 
inspectors of the navy, three .members whereof, |take an oath to execute the duties thereof with fi- 
shail be necessary to form a quorum; and the busi- | delitv. 
aess of the said board shall be transacted in such| Sec, 6. That allletters and packets to and from 
central and convenjent place, fur the superinten-[the inspectors and paymaster of the navy, which 
siance of the navy, as the president of the U. States}relates to their official duties, shall be free from 
shali direct—who shall also have power to design ste] postage. 


Cie presidiag member, and to appoimt the secretary} Sec. 7. That each inspector of the navy shall be 

















vr tue said Loutdy whose duty it shall be to keep re-lentitled to the pay and rations of a captain coms 
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manding a squadron on a separate service, ancl also 
to the sum of twelve hundred dollars per annum, in! 
lieu of house rent, fuel, forage, &c. and the salary | 
of the naval constructor shall be three thousand dol- | 
lars per annum ; each of the assistant constructors, 
fifteen hundred dollars per annum; the paymaster 
of the navy, two thousand dollars per annum; the 
secretary of the board of inspectors, two thousand 
doilars per annum ; and the clerks ail assistant, au- 
thorised by this act, shall receive such reasonable 
compensation for their services, as the president of 
the United States shall direct. 

I would also respecttully suggest the expediency 
of providing by law for the establishment of a naval 
academy, with suitable professors, for the instruc- 
tion of the officers of the navy, in those b.anches of 
the mathematics and experimental philosophy, in 
the science und practice of gunnery, theory of na- 
wal architecture and art of mechanical drawing, 
which are necessary to the accomplishment of the 
Raval officer. 

In order to illustrate the principles and operation | 
of the proposed organization of the navy depart-! 
ment, the following outline of the powers and du- 
ties:which is contemplated to assign to the board of 
inspectors, and to the several inspectors is respect- 
fully suggested. 


Powers and duties of the Board. 

The board should hava the general superinten- 
dence and direction of the affairs of the navy, under 
the instructions from, and powers delegated by the 
president of the United States, and authority over 
all the officers, axents, and persons eraployed under 
the wavy department, repart to the secretary of the 
navy from time. time, all such matters and things 
as may in the opinion of the board, tend to promote 
the efficiency 2nd economy of the establishment ; 
and, upon the requisition of the secretary of the 
navy, furnish all the estimates of expenditure, which 
the several branches of the service may require, and 
such other information and statements as he may 
deem necessary. ; | 

The board shall have the power of making con. | 
#racts and purchases, either directly or through the 
navy agents, whose power, in this respect, should} 
be limited to smal] sums, and to objects, the pro-| 
euring of which may not admit of delay; in all 
other cases, the previous sanction either of the se- 
eretary of the navy, of the board of inspectors, or 
of some officer authorized by the board should be 
indispensible. 

The naval] stations, within the United States should 
be designated by convenient boundaries ; and an offi- 
cer of rank, trust, and confidence, should reside in 
each, who should, under the instructions of the 
board, superintend and control the affairs of the 
navy within his district, and report to the board 
from time to time. All requisitions of command 
ing officers, pursers, and other persons, upon the 











_ 





ageits, should be checked, and receive the sanc- 
tion of the board, or of the resident officer, autho- 
rised by the board, before they are complied with. 
Payments and advances shall be made, as hereto- 
fore, through the navy agents (except those for the 
pay of the navy ;) and the sanction of the secretary 
of the navy, of the board, or of the officer authoriz- 
ed by the board; should precede all payments and 
advances, except for limited and urgent demands. 
The board should establish general regulations for 
the conduct of its members, in the discharge of the 
special and important trusts severally assigned to 
them by the secretary of the navy; and should di- 


1 Uniform regulations, establishing the several clas- 
ses of ships and vessels in the navy of the United 
States; with tables of the dimensions, propor- 
tions, number, quantity, qulity, mature and des- 
cription, of masts, spars, rigging, anchors, cables, 
armaments, and equipments, of all kinds ; and of 
the quantity, quality, and description of the pro- 
Visions and stores of every species, for a given 
period for each class. 

2 Regulations for receiving, preserving, issuing, 
and strictly accounting for the expenditure of 
materials and stores of all kinds, and in every de- 
partment of the service, within the United States. 

3 Regulations for surveying and authenticating the 
actual state and condition of all the ships and ves- 
sels of the navy, and of all the matericis and 
stores of every species, reported to be decayed, 
damaged, or defective ; and for directing the re- 
pair, conversion, sale, or other disposition of the 
same, as the nature of the case may require. 

4 A more perfect system of general regulations for 
the naval service, at sea and on the lakes. 

5 General regulations for the flotilla, or force em- 
ployed in harbor defence, adapted to the peculiar 
nature of that service. 

6 Uniform regulations for the navy yards, or arse- 
nals, and depots of stores and materials. 

7 Regulations for the cruizing ships and vessels of 
the navy, while in port ; for the recruiting service; 
and for the officers of the navy, while on shore, on 
duty, or on furlough ; in order to ascertain the ac- 
tual state and local situation of all the officers. 

8 A system of detailed regulations for the naval 
hospitals, and medical department of the navy, 
within the United States. 

9 Anentire and new system of regulations for the 
conduct of pursers in the navy, accurately defin- 
ing their duties, securing a more strict accounta- 
bility ; limiting their emoluments by a fixed and 
reasonable standard ; and protecting the seamen 
of the navy from the undue advantages which may 
be practised with impunity, under the present 
system. 

10 Regulations for ascertaining by examination, the 
moral character and professional qualifications of 
all the officers of the navy, below the grade of a 
master commandant, classing them in the scale of 
their several merits; and of the pretensions of 
those who may be selected for promotion, as well 
as of the candidates for warrant appointments ro 
the navy. 


All whieh regulations, when approved by the pre’ 
sident of the United States, shall be established and 
obeyed, until revoked by the same authority. 

The duties and details of service, proposed te be 
assigned to the several inspectors of the navy, may 
be classed as follows : 

Ist Class. Comprehending the general correspon- 
dence of the board, and preparation of all the re- 
ports, estimates, and statements, required by the 
department; and the communications of such pro- 
positions and informations to the secretary of the 
navy, as the board may deem interesting ; and al- 
so the general chatge and direction of the flotilla 
service on the New Orleans station. 

2d Class. Comprehending the general military cor- 
respondence with all the officers of the navy ; the 
roll of the officers of the navy, and récord of their 
services, merits «nd qualifications, to be kept on 
the files of the board; orders for courts of enqui- 
ry and courts niartial, and the preparation of all 
the documents and statements connected with 
these objects, also the general charge and direc. 





gest and report to the department, distinct regula- | 
tions fyr the following objects. 


tion of the flotilla service on the southern stations 
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viz. Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina and ;neighborhood, who saluted them, but was treated 
Norfolk. with the greatest contempt. One of them rushed on 
Sd C.ass. Comprehending the direction of ordnance | to the house w:th his sabre in his hand; a few mo- 
ani teacsporaconys the general superintedence of ; ments after the captain came on shore, with the 
the boundaries, laboratories, armories, and other {avowed purpose, as he said, of burning down the 
works connected with the naval ordnance depart- dwelling house, &c. He sternly asked who was the 
ment, and the inspection and proof of arms, am- proprietor, waere he was, &c. to al] which questions 
munition, &c. The direction of the transporta- | 4@ppropriate answers were given. He was also in- 
tion of all persotis, stores, and provisions of the | formed that the property belonged to the incorpora- 
navy, by tand and water; and the general charge ted Catholic clergy of Marvland, and was. solely 
and direction of the flotiils service in the Pataps-: appropr iated to the use of the church and support 
co und Delaware,,.and New York. lof the missions, and was requested to spare it on 
4:h Cliss: Comprebending the victualling, suste- ‘that account. He replied, as that was the case, he 
nance, including pursers, medical, and hospital ;Saould not burn the house, but however ordered his 
stoves ; also the general charge and direction of |men to proceed.——They advanced to the house; 
the flotilla service, on all the nayva! stations from |immediately 4 or 5 of them rap into the private 
~ New York eastward, and on lake Champlain. ‘chapel, when, painful. to relate! the sacred vest- 
S5t. Class. Comprehending the supplv oF hemp, ;Ments were thrown here and there, the vessels con- 
yarns, cordage, sail duck, iron and otlier metals, |Secrated to the service of God prophaned, the holy 
anchers, and all other equipments and materials {altar stript naked, the tabernacle carried off, and 
required for the service, except those which gre; the blessed sacrament of the altar borne away in the 
inclu‘led in the fereguing classes, and in the con-| hands of those sacrilegious wretches. 
siructors department; and also, the generai charge | . “The captain was entreated over and over again to 
and direction of the service on Lake Ontario, and |protect the church and have ail things returned ; he 
the upper lakes. 'pramisec he would ; he ran to the barge and ordered 
‘The superintendence and direction these five clas-/the men to restore the sacred vessels and vestments; 
of objects would be distributed among the five in-: they handed one chalice out of the barge, when the 
spectors. jcaptain sa:d he could not command them, they were 
The department of construction, under the direc-.@ Set of ruffians. The reverend gentleman who re- 
tion of the secretary of the navy, and of the board of sides there, also joined in entreating them to return 
inspectors, would prepare all the drafts, plans, and |the sacred vessels, vestments and other articles for 
instructions, for the building ef all the vessels of ihe the use of the altar. The captain answered he would, 
navy ; construct the models, and, when appooved, seated himself in the barye and ordered his men to 
direct and superintend under the control of the |move off without taking any more notice of the en- 
board of inspectors, the building and repairing of the ‘treaties. An old lady who lived on the place pre- 
ships, veséels, boats, the formation of masts, spars, vailed on them in the meantime to retrrn the taber- 








&c. and the contracting for procuring ull the raate-\nacle, which they did, also a part of the vestments. 


rials of wood, and of copper, in pigs, bolts und sheets, | 
necessary for the supply of the navy ; construct from | 


“On returning to the house, it was pitiful to view 
the different rooms they had ransacked, particuiar- 


the lines, in the mould left, all the moulds requisite ‘ly the chapel; they left the crucifix on the altar; 
for moulding and bevelling the timber in the forest, | broke the cruets and scattered the pieces over the 
under the direction of skilful persons to be employ- | floor ; they carried off six feather beds, sheets, 
ed by the constructor for that purpose, and superin- | blankets and pillows—bed curtains, an alarm clock, 
tend the construction of wharves, ships, workshops, | silver spoons, knives and forks, gisss, the reverend 
and engines, required in building and repairing ships igentleman’s watc!), the candlesticks belonging to 


of war. ithe altar, kitchen furniture, and almost all the 
t is a copious subject, in which it is difficult to ‘cloathing belonging to the persons who reside in the 
combine brevity with perspicuity. ‘house, two trunks with cloathing, books and medi- 


: ; . ‘cine, several pair of new shoes made for the people 
My aim has been to provide a practical, efficient, land - cruaailey of leather; even the linens Which 
and economical system, with as much individual and iwere at the wash, and many other articles not yet 
ee responsibility as may be attainable ; and Lignown. The loss of that house on this and a form- 
Mapai she evonsn! ie tirnah tg Sra (rasa cane bene ee then #1300. 
of the senate will better appreciate its merits my jet nig tidbegs, hn pk reo naling. git hog at 
“ptme parce?! woh dng Pr ice ine Se inow under way down the Potomac, with a schr, in 
_ Fieve the “enor to be, with the highest respect, |co, which it is supposed she captured last evening. 
sir, your obedient servant. ‘ Any comment on the above is thought unnecessary; 
W. JONES, ithe facts are such as to inspire Sentiments of the 
The honorable president of the senate. deepest regret and horror of such sacrilegious trans- 
conten = se actions.” 


ee ee 











aa te a THE ENEMY AT WAREHAM. 

Late Omissions.— Miscellaneous. The best evidence we have of the truth of the fol- 
lowing oficial is—that the cotton factory *‘com- 
pletely destroyed” is still standing. It is probable 
also, that the number of tons destroyed was not 
the h.lf of what is stated. 

From the Lendon Gazette of Aug. 27. 
Admiralty Office, Aug. 27. 


BRUTALITY OF THE ENEMY, 


Extract of a letter dated St. Inigoes, St. Mary’s 
county Md. Nov. 1. 

“Yesterday an enemy’s brig c.me from the mouth of | 

the Patuxent round Point Look Out, and towards e-| 


| 


vening hove in sight of this place. Shortly afier a | Copy of a letier from admiral Cochrane, to J. W. Crok- 
barge was seen coming round Fort Point. “In about! er, esg. dated at Bermuda, July 18. 

15 minutes they were at the bank of the garden of St.| 1 am bappy in ager having an opportunity of call- 
Tnigoes manor house, the residence of the Roman Ca- | ing their lordslips attention to the zeal and activity 
tholic Missionary, who attends the adjoining congre-| of \°. “rors of LL. '. Majesty’s squadron station- 
ations. They were met by a gentleman of th |ed off N. London inde tic orders of capt. Paget. 
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"Phe enclosed copy of a letter from him, will ac- 


cents, has been disbursed from this office, on account 


quaint their lordships of a very gallant and judicious|of bounties and premiums for recruits since the 27th 


servic. @rformed by a division of boats of the Su- 
peroand “iuieod, under the command of lieut. Gar- 
land of the Suim sb, whose ability is most conspicu- 
ously displayed in the masterly stratagemhe resort- 
ed to, for bringing off the whole of his force un- 
hurt, in the face of his numerous militia, after hav- 
ing destroyed nearly 2500 tons of shipping, and a 
valuable cotton mill belonging to the enemy situated 
at some distance up the counirp. 
Superb, Martha’s Vineyard Sound, May 14. 

Having received intelligence that a fine ship and 
and brig just built, the former fora letter of marque, 
the other for a privateer, were with several other 
vessels lying at a place called Wareham, I proceed- 
ed hence and detached the Nimrod through Quick’s 


Hole, with the boats gf this ship, and two from the} 
N. to destroy them, under the direction of lieut. J. 


Garland of the Superb; and Iam happy to add, that 
the service was perfectly performed without any 
loss on our part, though it was acliieyed under criti- 
cal circumstances. The extreme intricacy of the 
navigation, rendered it too hazardous to attempi 
the enterprise without the assistance of day light, 
which however, necessarily exposed the boats upon 
their return down the narrow stream, to a fire of 
musketry from a numerous militia, which had col- 
tected from the vicinity on the first alarm being giv- 
en. Bui the foresight an! prompt resolution of lieut. 
G. completely suceeeded in obviating the danger 
that was thus 0 be apprehended; for having firs‘ 
destroyed all the vessels and the cotton manufacto- 
ry, he then ascertained the principal people of the 
place, and secured them as hostages for a truce, 
till the boa's were conducted back out of the reach 
of difficulty; the influence that these persons had 
over the militia that had collected and threatened a) 
cross fire upon the boats from both banks of the ri- 
ver, has been proved by their abstaining to molest 
them, and of course the hostages were «fterwards 
relanis 1 at tie mos convenient spot. The cotton 
manuf.ctory had been lately built at great expense. 
was full of stores, and belonged to a company of 
six'y merchants at Boston. 

I herewith send a list of the vessels, &c. destroy- 
ed; and I cannot in justice omit to report the steady 
and exemplary co.duct of the seamen and marines, 
Who though exposed to incessint temptation of Ii- 
quor, &e. did not in any single instance fail to spurn 
the offer made to them, and strictly to hold private 
property sacred. C. PAGET 

Vessels &c. destroyed. 

Ship Fair Trader, 444 .ons, quite new, built for a! 
letter of marque, and pierced for 18 12 prs.— 
brig Independent, 300 tons, on the stocks, built for 
a privateer, ana pierced for 14 guns, ready for 
Jaunching—schr. Fanny 258 tons, belonging to Fal- 


of January 1814, the date of the passage of the law 
increasing the bounty. The distribution of this sum, 
as nearly as can be well ascertained, has been as 
follows, viz. 


To Massachusetts, including Maine $237,400 


New-Hampshire 87,800 
Vermont 109,509 
Connecticut 78,932 
Rhode-Island 1,000 
New-York 473,520 
New-Jersey 15,000 
Pennsylvania 188,900 
Delaware 10,000 
Maryland, including district of © 
Columbia 80,392 
Virginia 159,962 98 
North Carolina 60,000 
South Carslina 62,800 
Georgia 54,000 
Tennessee 98,000 
Kentucky 108,006 
Ohio 96,500 
Louisiana 63,530 
Michigan Territory 20,009 
Mississippi ‘Verritory 4,000 
Indiana Territory 2,000 
Missouri ‘Territory 1,492 





$1,944,828 98 
To this sum it would perhaps be no more than 
just to add twenty or thirty thousand dollars, of 
which I am not yet fully advised, and which of course 
loes not now regularly appear on the books of this 
office. Y 
With sentiments of respect, &c. 
(Signed) tOBERT BRENT, 


P.M. U.S. Army. 
Hon. G. M. Trovp, 


Chairman of the military committee. 
MILITIA GENERAT-ORDENS, 
Head-quarters, New-Orleans, Sept. 28, 18i4. 

The governor and commander in chief esteems it 
a duty again to cxll the attention of the militia to 
the dangers which menace the state, and to order 
each and every corps to hold itself in readiness for 
service. The late and successful enterprize of the 
enemy against the city and seighborhood of Wash- 
ington teaches us, how necessary it is to improve our 
means of defence, and to take every measure of pre- 
caution. The most perfect union is of primary im- 
nortance, and a prompt obedience to orders indis- 
pensable. Our strength is sufficient te ensure safe- 
ty ; provided it be applied speedily and judiciously. 
Our country presents many advantages. Intricate and 
enclosed it is difficult of access. The avenues of 
approach must be vigilantly watched, and firmly 





mouth, a new vessel—sciir. Elizabeth, 230 tons, do. 
do.—schr. Nancy 230 do—sloop Wilmington 150,| 
built in 1809—schr. Industry, 136, 1809—schr. Arob,| 
136, 1812—brig Wm. Richmond, 133, 1808—schr.| 
New States, 96, 18 0—sloop Paragon 70, ready for) 
launching—sloops William, 60, 1801—Thomas 69. 


defended. In this duty the militia are to partici- 
pate, and must not shrink trom toilor danger. Our 
great object shouldbe, to guard against surprise ; 
but a knowledge of the enemy’s advance will be of 
little avail, unless we are prepared to meet him.— 
Let every man then hold it a sacred duty to keep his 


4 : . 3 anc utrements in: iition fori dia 
—Win. Lucy 58, new—Experiment 60—Friendship* ™$ and accoutrements ina condition for immediate 


45, built in 1805—Totsal 2522. | 
A cotton manufactery entirely destroyed, the va- 
jue of which, with the cotton which it contained, 


service, and be himself prepared to rally on a mo- 
ments warning, atthe caliof his chief. The enemy 
no longer respects “the principles of humanity or 


o \ . . . . . , ~ x . : ed Varn: ’ $99 Hea ’ Ss $ > +r 
estimated by the principal inhabitants at half a mil-|the rules of civilized V rfare . Ht AVOWS a de sign 


lion of dollars. 


‘io destroy and lay waste such towns and districts 
tnon the sea coast as may be found assailable.” De- 





Army Pay-Ofice, City of Washington, ? 


ivastation marks his progress, and the terms on which 


; Sepiember 24, 1814. |Alexandria was exempt from conflagration, shew 
Srr—Agreeably to your request I have the honor|that As spares only to plunder. Opposed to such an 
to state, that the sum of $1,944,828 and ninety-eight'enemy, we can alone look for safety with arms in 








» fantry, to which shall ae annexed a detachment of 
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our hands, and a determination to yield but in death. 
The commander in chief persuades himself that the 
most patriotic zeal will animate every breast, and 
that a love of country will acquire the ascendancy of 
every other passion. Such was the spirit which 
made America free, and can alone preserve her in- 
dependence. To those aged citizens, who have 
enrolled their names among the defenders of the 
state, the most grateful thanks are due. An exam- 
ple so glorious, cannot fail to excite in younger men 
those feelings which will secure. for their much in- 
jured country the warmest support. To the requi- 
sition now in service, and other detachments order- 
ed on duty, the commander in chief is desirous to 
add, for the better defence of Louisiana, a partizan 
corps to be composed of 150 riflemen, 150 light in- 


cavalry to continue in service for six months, unless 
seoner discharged. To complete this corps the com- 
mander in chief invites the service of volunteers 
from every part of the state. Such citizens of New 
Orleans as may be desivous to enrol, will hasten to 
associate, either as infantry or riflemen—those of 
the interiov countries, who may wish to join, will 
repair without delay to New Orleans, where the 
campanies will be organized, and the officers which 
shall be recommended, duly commissioned. Volun 
teers will provide themselves with Knapsacks, and 
such as have rifles are requsted. to bring them. The 
commander in chief addresses himself to every ci- 
tizen who has healih, strength and inclination to 
enter on this service—he calls more particularly on 
the young men of Louisiana—he reminds them of 
the spirit of their fathers and trusts they will emu- 
Jate their virtues. The crisis is important, and | 
pregnant with events of the greatest interest. That 
independence, which our fathers acquired, is now 
to be maintained by the valor of their sons. That 
tranquility which the peaceful inhabitant of Louisi- 
ana has hitherto enjoyed; the fruits of his industry 
—the safety of his family—hw property, his rights | 
are all menaced dy a merciless foe. At sucha moe) 
ment, every true American, each faithful Louisi- 
anian must “have his bosom in his country’s cause,” 
We will never abandon our parents, and leave our 
sisters to the clemency of the victor. 
WM. C. C. CLAIBORNE, 
Governor and commander in chief. 
ApscTantr Genenav’s Orricr, 
Philadelphia, Nov. 19, 1814. 
Geyverat ornners. he practice of officers and 
men in the service, writing or otherwise commuzi- 
cating any thing in relation to the strength, the 
movementa, or destination, of their corps, or uny part 
of the army, exc2pt to their commanding officers, is 
unmilitary, and often times yitally injurious to the 
service-—it is positively forbidden. Such communi- 
cations find their way into the newspapers, and ma- 
ny of our newspapers find their way to the enemy, 
who is well known to be more adroit in profiting by 
our blunders, than by his own prowess, Contrac- 
tors, agents, suttlers, and all followers of the army, 
are cautioned against violating this order. 
(Signed) EDMUND P. GAINES, 
Major-veneral commanding. 
Third Brigade, Maryland Militia, 
Bg'timore, November 18, 1814. 
Bureave orpers. In obedience with general or- 
ders of this date, the Ist cavalry regiment, lieutenant 
colonel Biays, the 3th, 6th, 27th, 39th and 51st regi- 
rents infantry, and the rifle battalion, major Pink- 
ney, are honorably discharged with the thanks of the 
major-general commanding, for their good conduct, 
orderly behaviour and attention to disctpline during 





Vhe lieutenant colonel commanding, begs tie offi- 
cers of the brigade, to accept his warmest and most 
unfeigned thanks for their uniform good conduct and 
attention to orders and discipline, for the short space 
of time, as senior officer, the command of the bri- 
gade has devolved upon him, and he begs them to 
convey to the non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates, under their respective commands, his thanks 
for their soldier-like conduct and orderly behaviour, 
which is a sure pledge of their future devotedness in 
their country’s cause, and of this city in particular, 
should it again be assailed or threatened by the 


enemy. 


He regrets most sincerely the cause which gave 
rise to his assuming the command, especially at a 
crisis like the present, when experience and military 
talents were so eminently combined in our late ex- 
cellent commander, and which is so necessary to 
unite all hearts and hands in our own defence, as 
well as in defence of our country’s rights and vio- 
lated honor. 

To major Frailey, brigade major and inspector, 
major Smal, brigade quarter-master, he tenders his 
thanks for their continuance to the close of the ser. 
vice, and for the assiduity and perseverance in their 
several stations, which has tended, in so eminent a 
degree, to promote that good order and regularity in 
every department througuout the brigade. 

Wm. M‘DONALR, 
Lieut. col. com’g 3d brig. M. M. 
[The account of the battle between the two “Kilken- 
ny cats,” in which they fought until they eat up 
every thing but the tips of each other’s tail, may 

be regarded a pretty moderate story when such a 

one as the following is gravely inserted. Between 

fighting and lying, the British somehow, on paper, 
always get the victory, though we get the ships or 

destroy them.—“Both ships sunk”—600 tons, 24. 

guns and 300 men for the Wasp—200 tons, 18 

guns, and 100 men for the Avon! This is “shoot- 

ing flying hens,” as they say in the West Indies. 
The force of the vessels was, perhaps, as nearly 
equal as any that have met—if any advantage was 
in our favor it was trifling, either in the number 
of men, guns or tons. 
WASP AND AVON—FROM A LONDON PAPER. 
Extract of a letter from Plymouth, duied, Sept. 12. 

‘As the public mind must be agitated about the 
fate of the Avon, for your information I beg to say, 
this moment her 2nd heut. and one midshipman, 
(friends of mine) are arrived at this place, with the 
captain only slightly wounded in both legs, them- 
selves merely scratched.—The Ist. lieut. killed— 
both ships sunk! 

“It was about 9 o’clock, P. M. when the Avon 
discovered the enemy, and immediately an uninter- 
rupted and sanguinary contest took place for two 
hours. When the engagement had nearly ceased, H. 
M. ship Castilian, attracted by the firing, bore down 
and instantly ran her bowsprit across the hawse of 
the enemy, pouring in at the same time a broadside, 
which she followed by a 2nd, some say athird. At 
that critical moment the Avon threw out a signal of 
distress, which determined the commanding officer 
of the Castilian, lieut. Lloyd, to relinquish any fur- 
ther attack on the Wasp, and hasten to the succor 
of the Aven, which he was no more able than to 
effect as she went down shortly after the last man 
was removed. H. M. S. Tartarus just then came 


up, and having 40 of the Avon’s men from the Cas- 
tilian to strengthen her crew proceeded in quest of 
the Wasp—The gallantry of capt. Arbuthnot and 
his ship’s campany cannot be too highly applauded 
when the disparity of force be estimated. The 





their sefvice. 


Wasp was over 600 tons burthen and mounted 24 
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32 pounders, with a complement of 309 inen, whilst 
our vesse! was only 200 tons, and 18 24 prsfwith 100 
men. We regret to state our loss at 9 killed and 33 
wounled. Amongst the former the gallant lieut. 
Pendergast, who fell by a grape shot whilst nobly 
cheering the crew. The captain’s wound infthe leg 
is likely todo well, nor have we heard that any of 
the other wounded are in danger of their lives. 
Advertiser. 


Excuance or prisosens! By the following from 
an Easton (Md.) paper, it ¢ppears that the British 
are determined to consider all persons as prisoners 
of war that are liable to militia duty. A °« :ctice 
on this new principle will demand retaliation. 

Easton, (Md._) Nov.i9.—In consequence of the 
capture of the packet sloop Messenger, (capt. Vick- 
ers,) on the 11th inst. a flag of truce was obtained 
from brigadier-general Benson, for the purpose of 
obtaining the ransom of the sloop and release of the 
passengers. 

We are sorry to say that the object of the trace 
was only in part effected. They would not listen to 
the ransom of the sloop on any terms, and the fol- 
Jowing will shew how far they will consent to the 
release of prisoners, 

List of prisoners released, who were captured in 
the sloop Messenger, on the 11th inst. and sent to 
Easton, in the flag schooner Superior, capt. Auld, 
where they arrived on the 17th, viz. 

Mrs. Edith Dawson and her two children; Miss 
Fiarriet W. Day; Miss Susan M‘Giaughlin; Miss 
Isabella Prince ; James €ockayne, non-combatant ; 
Joseph Spencer, ditto, being ateacher in a public 
Seminary ; negrees Ned and Kitty. 

Prisoners released who were captured in other 
vessels anl put on board the prize sloop Messenger. 

Miss Elizabeth Frazier, of Dorchester ; Doctor 
Travers, of ditto over 45; Mrs. Brown, of New 
York, put on board the flag schooner, from the Dra- 
gon 74. 





give to the owners of the property taken an oppor- 
tunity of ransoming it according to the usages of 
war. I have the honor to be, your humble servant, 
P. BENSON, B. G.of Md. Militia. 
To the commander of his Britannic majesty’s 

Squadron, now lying in the Chesapeake bay. 

His majesty’s ship Dragon, off Tangiers, 11th Nov. 1614. 
Srr—In reply to your letter of the 12th inst. just 
received from major Meredith, I am to acquaint you 
that such of the American prisoners as were caps 
tured on the 11th inst. in the Messenger, whose 
age, exclude them from militia service are here- 
with set at liberty together with the ladies, chil- 
dren, &c. : 
lam toacquaint you that it is contrary to my in- 
structions to ransom any vessel or property captured 
from the enemy. 

T am sorry it is not in my power to parole the pri- 
soners named in the margin* but my orders forbid 
my entering into any arrangement for the release or 
exchange of prisoners except on the principle of re- 
ceiving man for men, on such terms it will afford me 
great pleasure to be enabled to restore these gentle- 
men to their friends for any British subjects you may 
send me. 

Ihave the honor to be, sir, your obedient humble 
servant, ROB’T. BARRIE, captain 

and senior officer. 
To Brigadier-general Benson. 

Grex. Macoxs.—The inhabitents of Belleville, N: 
J. on the return of major-general Macomb to: his” 
family, received him in a manner the most gratify- 
ing and complimentary ; as a testimony of their 
spirit and patriotism, they fired a national salute 
and illuminated the village, and particularly the 
fence in front of the general’s house. The general 
came forward and courteously acknowledged the 
compliment, in a style highly interesting and im- 
pressive, taking the villagers cordially by the hand, 
and passing those civilities for which all men who 





Prisoners detained as militia men, captured in the 
sloop ; 
Robert Spencer, of Easton; Samuel Holmes, of 


do.; Henry L. Clark, of Baltimore ; William Broom-! 


well, of Easton, 

Note—Mrs. Broomwell and Mrs. Johns her mo- 
ther, continued on board the commodore’s ship with 
Mr. Broomwell, through choice, with an expccta- 
tion of obtaining his release. 

Prisoners detained, who were captured in other 
vessels and put on board the sloop : 

Charles Egeleston and James Frazier, of Dorches- 
ter, militia men. . 

Easton, 12th Wov. 1814. 

Srmm—The sloop Messenger, a packet-boat has 
been captured by one of the barges, belonging to 
your squadron, with several respectable inhabitants 
of Talbot county, and I am sorry to learn that these 
passengers have not been set on shore, many of them 
being ladies it is hoped there will be no difficulty in 
releasing them immediately. Mr.Clement Vickers, 


a highly respectable citizen of this county, indus- | 
triously lala ring for the support and advancement | 


} 
of his faraily st tain j d his | ; 
ily, must sustain in the capture of his | ou, with the warmth of soldiers, that high sense 


vessel, a logs that will reduge him to the greatest 
difficuity and inconvenience, unless he can ransom 
her at some moderate sum, the tsages of war justi- 


fy and recommend such a procedure, in as much as| 


the spirit of the practice of civilized nations, in a 
state of war enjoins them to conduct it in sucha 
manner as to make its unavoidable course produce 
as little private individual calamity as possible. 1 
have granted a flag under the conduct of major Me- 
Fedith, for the purpose of obtaining an immediate 
restoration of the captives to their friends, and to 








are not above their situations are remarkable, and 
ee so eminently distinguish the gentlemen and 
the patriot. In return, the general ordered his excel- 
jlent bund of music to play Hail Columbia, and other 
national airs. Never on the return of any hero to 
the peaceful bosom of his family, was evinced se 
(universal a scene of sincere joy and heartfelt satis- 
faction.—[ E. Post. 

Major-general Porter —The following articles, 
which we copy from a Batavia paper, will be inter- 
esting to all those who have, with us, admired the 
gallantry displayed by the New-York volunteers at- 
tached to Brown’s army, and have duly appreciated 
the merit of the intrepid and worthy commander who 
led them to the field, and so often faced the enemy 
at their head. 





Camp Batavia, Nov. Id, 1814. 


country no longer at this moment requiring our ser- 
vices, we are about to return to our homes and en- 
joy in the peaceful circle of our friends that happi- 
ness, which a consciousness of having performed our 
duty, ever imparts. 

But permit us, ere our departure, to express to 





| 
} 


|we have ef your skill and gallantry, and our grate- 
‘ful acknowledements for your indefatigable exer- 
5 y 


|tions and arduous labors in disciplining and training 


ius for the field of glory. Your labors have not been 


iwithout success. 
| The militia, since onr glorious revolution have 
‘been considered, (until within these two years) the 


\bulwark of our country; within that period, they 
B b 


| *Robert Spencer, Wm. Bromwyell, Chas. Egeles- 
ton, James Frazier, S umuel Holmes, [Henry L. Clark. 





GENERAL—The campaign having closed and our 
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Copy of a letier from capiain Youngs to com. Macdo- 

nouch, duted, 

U. S. ship Saratoga? Lake Champlain, Sept. 13th, 1814. 

Srr—l} have the honor of enclosing to you a list of 
killed and wounded troops of the jine (acting ma- 
rines on board the squadron, Lake Champlain,) in 
the action of the 11th ins*. 

In attempting to do justice to the brave officers 
and men I have had the honor to command, my fee- 





bie abilities fall far short of my wishes. First licu-| 


tenant Morrison, 33 
the U. States brig Eagle, was wounded, but remain- 
ed on deck during the action animating his men by 
his honorable conduct. Second lieutenant James 
Young, 6h. infantry, on board ihe United States 
schooner Ticonderoga, merits my warmest thanks. 
I wouid particularly recommend him to your no- 
tice. Second lieutenant William B. Howell, 15th 
infantry, in the U. States ship. Saratoga, rendered 
me every assistance, notwithstanding his having been 
confined for ten days of a fever, yet, at the oom- 
mencement of the action, was found on deck and 
continued until the enemy had struck, when he was 
borne to his bed; I would also recommend him to 
your notice. 


The conduct of the non-commissioned officers |}. 


and privates was so highly honorable to their coun- 
try and themselves, it would be superfluous to par- 
ticularize them. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servaat, 
WHITE YOUNGS. 
Capt. 15th inft. commanding 
detachment acting marines. 
Com. Thomas Macdonough, commanding 
U. §. squadron on lake Champlaiz. 


NEW BOUNDARIES.—A pamphlet has lately appeared in 
London, entitied “Compendious view of the points to be discussed 
in treating with the United States of America,” ascribed to a Mr. 
Atehesoa, who has been for some time employed as an agent to 
the British merchauts connected with the North American colenies, 
The Quebec Gazette is decidedly opposed to these boundaries, inas- 
much as the population to be acquired thereby would overwhelm 
that of the Candilas,—estimating the new subjects at about one 
million! 

‘The following 15 the summary of the project contained in this 
pamphlet: 

“The.summary of what we have attempted te shew the neces- 
sity of, and have warmly recommended to those whom Great Bri- 
tain eharges with the adjustment of our difiere:ices with America, 1s 

“First. A new bowsdary line throughout the whole extent of 
North America, where our possessions and those ef the United 
States come in contacts keeping in view, that 

“Nova Scotia an! New Brunswick be restored to their ancient 
Himits, security agaist aggression, and a free communication with 
Canada be obtaiac!, without passing through the United States, 
and the islands in the Passamaquoddy bay be resumed by us: 

“That the Americans be excluded from the navigation of the 
St. Lawrence, aud all its tributary lakes and waters; and 

“that anavigable part of the Mississippi be brought within the 
Canadian territorics. : 

“Secondly. A new boundary kine for the Indian territory. 

“Thirdly. No forts, or inilitary posts, to be erected by the Ame- 
ricans in the indian territory, or on the boundaries, or on any ter- 
r.torial or other jurisdiction or public property possessed by them 
within these limits. : , y 

“Fourthly. ‘The independence of thé Indians, and the integrity 
of their boundaries, to be guaranteed by Great Britain. : 

“Fifthly. ‘Tie Americans to be excluded from the fisheries on 
the coast of British North America, incidentally on this head, 
taking car? that it be recomended in negociating with France, 
by no means to restore the islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, or 
to permit the French to participate in the fisheries of Newfuund- 

and. 
“Siathly. The Americans to be excluded from all intercourse 
with the British West Ladia islands. 

“Seventhly. Vhe Americaus to be excluded from trading with 
our East Lidia possessions, and their preiended right to the north- 
west eoast of A:ncrica to be extinguished forever. 

“Fichthly. The Americans not to be allowed to incorporate the 
Floridas with their republic; and the cession of New-Orleans to be 
required,in order to ensure to us the enjoymeut of our privileges to 
navigate the Mississippi; aud here it may also he a question, in 
how far the arrangements made between Spain, France, and Ame- 
rica, respecting Louisiana, can come into discussion. 

“Lastly. No commorcial treaty to be entered into with the United 
States, but the basis upon which trade isin future to be carried on 
between the two nations to be defined and acknowledged iu the 
treaty of peace and amity, and to be regulated by the municipal 


infantry, stationed on board! 





| 


it is to be hoped, a conviction of the essential nature of them te 
the prosperity and existence of our colonial ssions in Nerth 
Ameri¢a, we trust they will not be absorbed in the magnitude, or 
be suffered to merge in the weight of those grand questions 

whence the war originated—the respective assertion and denial o 

our maritime and inherent rights. in fact whilst they are searcely 
to be deemed of minorimportance, in one point of view they form 
the bulk of what ought to come uiadcr discussion; for, as to our 
maritime rights we reassert, that so far from the coucessions being 
admitted, even all disquisition relative to them should peremptorily 
be abstained from.” 

The pamphlet (says the Quebec Gazette, of October '16) is) ace 
companied with a map, shewing the proposed boundary line. It 
may be traced on any map of North America; heeimning at Penob- 
“cot, up that river to the heights of land, along those heights to the 
sources of the Connecticut, down the Green Mountains, &e. to 
fort Anne, following the heights of land between the Hudson and 
lake George, thence aloug the highlands between the sources of 
the rivers"Jowing inte the United States, the St. Lawrence and 
the lakes, to the head of the Alleghany river near lake Erie, and 
down the Alleghany river or Ohio to its confluence with ihe Mis- 
Sissippi, Up the Mississippi to the Missouri, and following the Mis- 
suuri tu the Rocky Mountains; includiug almost all the population 
of Vermont, that of New-York, and tie whole of Ohio. 


Bairisu Goons, in great quantities, are received, 
as well by smuggling, as by regular entries, to the 
eastward. The manner is—they are brought from 
the new British port of Castine, to Buckstown, by 
land, and there puton board “neutral” vessels and 
conveyed to Hampden, whexe they areentered. This. 
irae be ng however, only one sided, cannot last; and 
would drain the United States of allour specie ina 
very liitle time. 

British Liperatity.—The farce of making pay- 
ment for articles plundered by the British, as some- 
times they pretend to do, is handsomely exposed in 
the following statement : 

A list of stock, &c. taken from Choptank Island, by 

the British, Jvom the 20th to the 25th October, 1814 

—Vviz. 


43 grown cattle, 50 sheep 

15 calves, 23 bbis. corn, 
— 2 or S tons hay. 
58 


For the above articles they left bills of exchange 
to the amount of 1502. sterling. The following stock 
they left the specie for, at the prices opposite each, 





Viz. 
7 grown cattle, at $3 $35 
§ calves, at 2, 19 
6 large hogs, 8 
533 


ALEX. HEMSLEY. 
London, Sept.3.—A list was on Wednesday posted 
up at Lloyd’s containing a melancholy catalorue of 
no fewer than 825 ships, which have been taken 
by the Americans since the commencement of the 
war, 
Extract of a letter from major-gereral Andrew Jack- 


son to captain E. Rapier, dated 
Head-Quarters, 7th military district. 
Mobile, October 16th, 1814. 


Sin—I have just learned that general Coffee, with 
the volunteers will reach me in a few days. Their 
patriotism, at this all important crisis has justly en- 
titled them to be hailed as the first of patriots in 
the union; and will immortalize the state. They 
have set a fit and proper example to the sister states 
of the union; and if followed by them will soon 
make us respectable abroad, the tyrant of England 
shudder, and obtain for us an honorable peace ina 
short time. ; 

As soon as general Coffee reaches me I will be in 
motion, ard I trust with the smiles of Heaven to be 
able to give security to this section of the coun- 
try in a short time. 

From a Scotch paper of Sept. 1. 
SumManky or Pouirics, 

ABERDEEN, Sept. 3'°—The aflairs of Norway are 

said to be finatly settled, and Prince Christian has 





laws of each couiutry. 


_ “Having thus reviewed and explained these objects, and produced | 





formally stipulated for the subjugation of the Nor- 
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have been stigmatised as a mob worse than useless.~— 
Our own state, more patticularly has felt the impu- 
tationher hardy yeomanry have withdrawn under 
the odium heaped on them, apparently deservedly. — 
The disgraceful scenes at Queenston and in the vicin- 
ity of Black-Rock and Buffalo have been obliterated 
by their conduct since. Her sons, we trust, have 
shewn to the world, at Chippawa, Bridgewater, and 
Erie, that with an able commander, one who pos- 
sesses the undivided confidence of her citizen sol- 
diers, the militia may still claim the proud distinc- 
tion of the bulwazk of the nation. 1t remained for 
you, sit, afterall the disasters and disgrace attach- 
ed to the militia, to work this revolution, to reno- 
vate our spirits and lead us to victory. 

We now take our leave, anticipating with plea- 
sure, that should our country call us forth, you will 
again lead us to the path of fame. 

Accept, sir, this tender of out thanks, and may 
you long enjoy your well earned laurels and the con- 
fidence of the nation. 

H. W. DOBBIN, 
CALEB HOPKINS, 
Committee in behalf of the officers 
of the N. Y. volunteers and militia 
Mayjor-general Peter B. Porier, 
commanding volunteers and militia. 
, Camp at Batavia, Nov.2, 1814: 

GextremEN—There is not 2 circumstance in life 
that could have afforded me more heartfelt pleasure 
than to have met with the approbation of the offi-| 
cers of the volunteers and militia, in the conduct} 
of a command which you are aware has been sur- 
rounded by difficulty and checquered with danger. 

For the handsome manner in which the volunteers 
and militia have ucquitted themselves on the Nia- 


effect may be revoked. I take this step in confidence. 
that the patriotic spirit, which has been displaye 
by the citizens of Pennsylvania, in the late pressing 
emergency, may be relied on, shoulda new dange 
occur, tor the supply of any force which may be re- 
quisite. I have the honor to be, very respectiully, 
sir, your most obedient servant, | 
JAMES MONROE. 
His Excellency S:mon Sruder, 

Governor of Pennsulvania, Harrisburg. 


Charleston, Nov.16. On the 14th inst. were ta- 
ken, seven British prisoners 5y the militia at Long 
Bay (Waccamaw) from 2 boat that came on shore, 
tor the aileged purpose of purchasing provisions. 
The vessel trom which the prisoners came, is a 
schooner between two and three hundred tons, call- 
ed the Sr. Laurence, formerly the- private armed 
schooner Attias, which admiral Cockburn had cap- 
tured at Ocracock. Among thie prisoners, is a lieu- 
tenant of the navy, commander of the schooner and 
the surgeon. 3 
Brerisa (government) prris, at Boston or Lon- 
don, 30 days, 14 1-2 to 15 per cent. discount. 


GENERAL ORDER, 
Adjutant and Inspector generai’s office, 

Washiugton, Nov. 23. 
The secretaries of the war and navy, having agreed to establish 
the following relative rank between officers of the army and. na- 
vy, the same being also approved by the president of the United 
States, it will be observed and respected accordingly. 
Rank between Navy and Army officers. 
Commodores of squadrons, being captains, Brig. generals. 
Captains, Colonels. 
Master Commandants, Majors. 
Lieutenents, Captains. 
The rank and precedence of sea officers as above stated, wilt 
take piace according to the seniority of their respective commis- 
sions. Captains not having an actual command as commedore, 
will rank only as colonels—and if commanding a vessel of inferior 
class than that to which they are by law entitled, will rank only 


gara frontier, during the late campaign, the credit |2s Majors, unless the coubined force under the command of any 


is due to the gallant officers and brave men with 
whom it has been my singular good fortune to be 
associated. 

In return for your kind wish, accept, rentlemen, 
my hearty prayers for your happy return to your 
friends and your everlasting prosperity. 

PETER B. PORTER. 
Col. Dobbin, and? Commit- 
Lieut. col. Hopkins, § tee, &c. 

Circular—Harrisburg, 19th Nov. 1814.—Srr—You 
will, immediately upon the receipt of this, commu- 
nicate to the drafted militia and volunteers of your 
brigade, now under marching orders, the revoca- 
tion by the secretury at war of the requisition for 
four thousand Pennsylvania militia, a copy of which 
is hereunto subjoined; and that their services are 
consequently for the present dispensed with. Add- 
ing my high sense of the honorable feeling and pa- 
triotic spirit manifested by those, who are ready to 
march and willing to subject themselves, at this in- 
clement season, to the privations and hardships al- 
ways inseparable from military service, in defence 
of their beloved country and to avert the dangers 
with which it was threatened. 

SIMON SNYDER, 
Governor of the commonwealth. 
To Inspector of the 
brigade division of Pennsylvania. 
Department of War, Nov. 14, 1814. 

Str—Understanding by a communication, that s 
compliance with the requisition for the four thous- 
and militia lately called from Pennsylvania, will be 
attached with much inconvenience and embarrass- 


such captain shall equal that to which a captain im the navy is en- 
titled, in which ease he shall rank as a eoloncl. 

This arrangement is not to give any pretence to land officers, to 
{command any part of the naval force of the United States, or 
to ser officers to command any part of the army of the United 


” 


States—nor shall] either have a right to demand the compliments 
due to their respective ranks, unless on actual service. 
Commed:res of the dotilia service will have the rank of colonel 


only. 
” By order, JOHN R. BRBLL, 
Inspector general. 


Copy of a letter from commodore Macdonongh to brig 
gen. Alocomb, dated 
U. S. ship Saratoga, off Plattsburgh, Sept. 13th, 1814. 

Dear Sit—Enciosed is a copy of a letter from 
captain White Youngs, and a list of killed and 
wounded attached to his command. 

I beg leave to recommend captaih Youngs to your 
particular notice; during the action his conduct 
was such as to meet with my warmest approbation. 
{ feel much inlebted to him for his personal valor 
and example of coolness and intrepidity to his own 
men, as weil as to the sailors. He volunteered in a 
sinking boat, to carry my order to the gallies, for 
close action, in the hottest part of it; and supplied 
the guns with his men as fast as the sailors were 
disabled. 

Iam, with much respect and esteem, your most 
Obedient servant, 

T. MACDONOUGH. 
Brig, gen. Macomb, U 8S. army. 

Captain Youngs of the 14th, is an officer of dis 
tinguished merit, and has conducted himself with 
the greatest propriety on board the fleet. By his 
example and attention we have been able to keep 
the fleet manned from the line, which has beer 


ment; and it being probable, by the long delay of} the means of contributing to the result of the naval 


the projected expedition of lord Hill, that the state 
of affairs in Europe may prevent its prosecution a- 
gainst this district of our country, I have to inform 


engagement, I therefore recommend him to the par- 
ticular notice of the war department. 


ALEX. MACOMB. 





your excellency that your orders for carrying it into 


September, 18, 1814. 
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Wegians after having as it would appear, placed 
their army in a situation where it was surrounded by 
thatofSweden. The letters and public documents 
of this prince have for some time been of avery un- 
decided description. He affected to be the deter- 
mined warlike leader of a people resolved to sacri- 
fice all for independence, and at the same time he 
informed his enemy, that he would faithfully re- 
present to the people the dangers to which they 
were about to-expose themseives inthe war. In the 
present era of duplicity and underhand intrigue, it 
will not be very wonderful, if it appear that prince 
Christian had merely gone over to manage the Nor- 
Wegiars; to take the lead among them with many 
patriotic declarations, in order to prevent some 
more determined man from assuming the charaeter 
of their chief, and finally to bring about their sub- 
jection to the crown of Sweden. The spirit of the 
people was certainly geod, their good discipline and 
valour unquestioned, and the passes of the country 
such, that a comparatively small army could effec- 
tually stop invaders. But with all these advantages, 
we find the fortresses on the frontiers given up with- 
out resistance, and after some unmeaning movements 
in the field, on the part of the Norwegian army, an 
armistice agreed on which virtually resigns the in- 
dependence of Norway. 

With regard to Poland, no person ean be sanguine 
enough to expeat, that it will be restored to inde- 
pendence during the present order of things. The 
partitioning of Paland wil) form an important pert 
of the discussions to take place at the approaehing 
congress. A report has been circulated, that the 
emperor Alexander had some intentions of erecting 
it into an independent kingdom, under a Russian 
prince; and were this accomplished, Poland woul? 
he but a vassal state of Russia; but the eourt of 
Vienna, it is said, will oppose this arrangement, and 
insist upon the dismemberment of the territory. It 
is thus the allies give liberty to Europe; and when 
we reflect, that in Spain despotism in church and 
state is restored in all its horrors, while continued 
inroads upon liberty are made in France, and the 
most ridiculous attempts are mace to restore priest 
craft, and the exploded notion of the divine right of 

cings, we cannot help saying that, within our recol- 
lection, the liberties of Europe never appeared in a 
Ress thriving way. 

And whatever we may think of the blessings we 
have conferred upon Europe by the late revolution, 
it is yet @ertain, that a mijority of the continental 
states do not at all thank us for our goocl offices. 
The French express no gratitude or good will for 
breaking their bonds—the Spaniards under every 
thine we had done while endeavoring their delive- 
rance—the Dutch, with much apathy, decline our 
commerce, and thre:tten to discontinue the Orange 
Boven since their prince imposed a tax of three half- 
pence a pound on butchers’ meat—the Austrians are 
apprehensive of renewed attacks from France, which 
are loudly threatened—and, of all the nations of En- 
rope, perhaps Russia and Prussia only, woul? think 
Britain for her exertions, and Sweden while the 
crown prince retains his influence; all the three hav 
ing to expect the treatment of treacherous allies, had 
Franog proved successful in the war. 

For what reasons we so pertinaciously urged the 
War against France, will ever be a very pertjnent 
question, while the fatal effects arising from that war 
are feit. Indemnity for the past, and security for the 


future we have not obtained. We have added about 


six hundred millions to our national debt, and of 
course, thirty millions to our permanent taxes—and 
haye just as little security, as at any period of the 
reecn of Bonaparte 








from New York, with flour, &c. was captured on 
Monday last, outside of Block Island, by a British 
privateer sloop, all the crew, except one taken out, 
a prize master and three men put on board and or- 
deved for Halifax. 

Soon afier, the American sailor left on board, per- 
suaded the men that it was necessary to caulk in the 
dead lights and companion, as having no pumps, 
‘should it come on to blow, she must sink. While 
two of them were employed eauiking inside the 
companion, and he outside, and one at the deadlight, 
he suddenly closed the companion slide on tbe 
three, and secured them below—while doing this, 
the 4th man, at the helm, observing him, seized an 
oar and struck him to the deck, and severely wound- 
ed him, he however immediately recovered himself, 
seized a hammer and with it in return, struck him 
his antagonist to the deck, there kept him, and 
threatened to knock his brains out, if he attempted 
to resist—in that situation he tied his hands togeth- 
er and confined him under the cable box, on deck, 

Afterwards coming on to blow, and he being un- 
able to work the vessel alone, he offered the fellow 
(under the box) his life, provided he would assist 
him working the sloop iato port, which he gladly 
accepted of, and she arrived at Newport on Tuesday, 
when the heroic tar (by the name of Perkins) des 
livered over his prisoners to the gun boaia. 





Naval Report. 
IN SENA'TE, November 28. 

Mr. Tart, from the committee of the senate 
on naval affairs, to whom were referred two 
resolutions of the 7th inst instructing them 
“to inquire what provision should be made 
for the appointment of officers above the 
grade of captain, in the navy of the United 
States; and, also, “to inquire what. provi- 
sion should be made for conferring naval 
rank by brevet; inconsideration of merito- 
rious service.” have had the same under 
consideration, and reported: 

That your committee assume itas a policy 
now settled, that the United States are to 
have a permanent naval establishment, which 
is to be gradually increased according to cir- 
cumstances, and as the ability of the govern- 
ment may permit. Your committee deem it 
unnecessary to go inio a course of reason ng 








to support the soundness of this policy, anc to 
establish (what is now generally conce‘ed,) 
that a navy is the most appropriate, the most 
efficient, and the least expensive defence of 
this eountry. 

The commercial and maritime habits of a 
large portion of the people of the U Siates, 
press them to the ocean; hence have arisen 
competition and rivalship with other nations, 
pursuing the same course of industry. The 
historv of all nations teaches us. that the per- 
sonsand the property of our citizens on the 
high seas. unprotected, must be (°s indeed 
thev have been) the subjects of frequent vio- 
lence ond inivstice The trueremedy against 





these maritime wrongs is maritime force:- A 


Boston, Nov. 3. Asloopof and for Providences. 
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navy, growing up with the growth of the nz-|than a just regard to the strong claims of the 


tion, cannot fail, before the lapse of many 
years, to procure respect from abroad, and 
safety at home. 

Congress, apparently influenced by these 
gonsiderations, at an early period after the es- 
tablishment of the general government, crea- 
ted a naval department, and have au:horized, 
from time to time, the building of ships of war, 
until the navy has becdme respectable both 
from the number and rates of its vesse!s, and 
still more so, from the gallantry and splendor 
of its achieveme:ts. By the laws now in 
force, the navy will consist of four seventy: 
fours, nine forty-fours, three thirty-sixes, eight 
stoops of war, besides a great number of brigs 
and schooners, carrying, in the whole, not 
less than thirteen hundred guns; of these there 
remain to be put on the stocks, one o: the se- 
venty-fours, and four of the forty-iours. ‘This 
force is exclusive of the gun-boats, the flotil- 
Jas, and lake squadrons; the latter of which 
consist of between thirty and forty ships, some 
of which are large. The national vessels on 
the lakes do not carry less than tive hundred 
guns. Your committee are not aware, nor do 
they believe, that any nation possessing a na- 
val force, suchas the above, is without a grade 
of officers abeve that of captain. ‘The nation 
with whom the United States are now at war, 
is said to have about a thousand public ships; 
to command which she has not less than two 
hundred admirais of ten different grades, as- 
cending from rear admiral of the blue to the 
admiral of the fleet. At present the navy of 
the United States is commanded by commis 
sioned officers of three grades only: lieuten- 
ants, master commandants, and post c2ptains. 

The committee would feel that they had 
not done justice to the subject committed to 
them, if they failed to contrast the situation 
of tive army with that of the navy, as it res. 
pects the scope of promotion in each.—The 
army presents for the encouragement of an 
honorable ambition, the high station of major 
general through ten different grades. It has 
also advantages in the varicty of tts corps un- 
known to the navy. The youth of our coun 
try, ambitious of military fame, may, accord- 


ing to their taste, enter the army as officers of 


cavalry, of artillery, of infantry, or of the rifle 
corps. Not so with the naval officer. Atl 
that he gan expect is to be transferred froma 
smaller to a larger vessel:—from a subordi 
nate station tothe command of a shipof war. 
‘The rapid promotions, of late, in the army, 


cannot but strongly impress the naval officer 


with a deep sense of his own confined situation. 
and of the cheerless prospect before him. 
Does not justice then dictate that the range 
for promotion should be enlarged tn our naval! 
establishment? 


navy, call for an enlargement of the sphere 
of promotion. It cannot be long before the 
navy will be called on to sail in squadren. 
The highest attainments in naval tactics 
should be encouraged. lf you expect men to 
labor for the highest qualifications in thei» 
professions, it is necessary to open to them 
the way to the stations requiring them. The 
surest mean by which you will probably in- 
duce the officers to qualify themselves for an 
admiral’s command, is to create that grace im 
the navy. Thereby requiring in the same act 
great professional attainments, and offering a 
reward for them 

Your committee are therefore of opinion, 
that wheti.er they view this subject in refer. 
ence to the practice of older and more expe, 
rienced nations, or in regard to the just claims 
and the long and meritorious services ef the 
naval officers, or with a view to a just, pru- 
dent, and liberal pelicy on the part of the go- 
vernment, a grace or grades superior to that 


of captain should now be createdin thenaval 
establish ment. 


ferring naval rank by brevet, it does not oc- 
cur to your cominittee as necessary; it havin 
been the practice of the government to confer 
actual rank without regard to seniority, 
in reward of brilliant achievements, or meri- 
torious service, 

The committee respectfully submit the fol. 
lowing resolutions: 

Resolved, That it is expedient to authorize 
by jaw the appointment of officers above the 
grade of captain in the navy of the United 
S ates. 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient,at this time, 
to make any provision for conferring fiaval 
rank by brevet. 

Navy department, November 15th 1814. 

Sik,—li answer to the enquiry contained 
in your ietter of the sth instent, founded up? 
cn two resolutions of the senate, passed on the 
7th instant, instructing the committee on na- 
val affairs to enquire “what provision should 
be made for the appointment of officers above 
the graue of captain in the navy of the Unit- 
ed States,” and ** what provisions should be 
made for conferring naval rank, by brevet, in 
consideration of meritorious service,” I have. 
the hono: to represent, that the high charac- 
ter which the American navy has justly ac- 
quired; the general sentiment which indicates 
its rapid increase and permanency; and the 
long, faithful, and honorable service, which 
its senior otlicers have rendered their country, 
appear to me to justify and cali jor the ap- 
pointment of officers of a higher grace than 
that of captain. 

Love of country, and the laudable desire of 
honorable fame, are slrong excitements to no- 





Your committee are of opinion that a dis- 
Creet policy aad a prudent ieresight, net ies 


‘ele actions, buat the prospect of progressive 


As to the second resolution relative to con-- 
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pasar to the highest distinction which ta-, 


rious conduct, or long service, is equally ap- 


ents, zeal, and valor, may justly aspire, is) plicable to the navy, and cannot fail to excite 


not perhaps less active and stimulating. 


Uto those actions it is intended to reward: but 


Captains of long and honorable standing in| no officer, so brevetted, should be entitled to 


the navy, cannot ‘but contrast the cheerless 
prospect of promotion in the naval service, 
with the rapid and high distinction which 
their military brethren, with equal but not 
higher pretensions, have attained. 

"Phe naval force, in officers, seamen, and 
marines, is probably two-tifth parts of the 
whole military force of the United States ac- 
tually employed, in which there are, { think, 
eight major-generals and sixteen brigadies . 
exclusive of those of the staff, who enjoy the 
rank, pay, and emoluments, of brigadiers. 

The effect of a limited grade, without the 
hope of promotion, is to contract the ange of 


any additional pay or emoluments, except 


when commanding on separate service. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
sir, your obedient servant, 
W. JONES, 


The honorable Charles Tait, 
Chairman of the naval committee 
ot the senate. 


Qur Ministers at Ghent. 


he following message was received from 
the president of the United States by Mr. 
Coles, his secretary. 











study and professional attainment within the 
sphere of the comm apd thus limited, hold out 


MESSAGE. 
To the Senate and Fiouse of Representatives 





but the prospect of elevated rank and com 

mand, and every officer of talents and worth| 
wil! aspire to the highest qaulifications. 

i*oreign experience is to be received with, 
caution, “yet the practice of nations of great 
maritime experience, may throw some light. 
upon the subject. A compa rison of the force 
of the British navy, with the number of ad-| 
mirals in that service, will exhibit the follow- 
ing result, viz. of ships of seventy four guns 
Liiere are 


of the United States. 

I transmit, for the information of congress, 
‘the communications last received from the 
‘ministers extraordinary, and plenipotentiary 
of the United States at Ghent, explaining the 
course and actual state of their negociations 
with the plenipotentiaries of Great Britain. 

JAMES MADISON. 

December 1, 1814. 

No. L 
Copy of a letter from Messrs. Adams, Bay- 
ard, Clay, Russell and Gallatin, to the 
secretary of siate, dated 





Butiding, about - - - os) 2S 
In ordinary, about - - - 54 
Guard, hospital, prison, store ships, &c. 33 
In commission, about - - - 49 


hips of seventy four guns and upwards 210 

The list of admirals contains two hundred 
and nine, exclusive of twenty-seven superanu 
ated rear admirals upon half pay, thus exhi-| 


Ghent, 25th Oct. 1814. 


| Sirn—We have the honor of transmitting 


herewith copies of all ourcorrespondence with 
‘the British plenipotentiaries, since the depar- 
ture of Mr. Dallas. Although the negocia- 
|tion has not terminated so abruptly as we €x- 
‘pected at that period that it would, we have 


biting more than two admirals for every vous no reason toretract the opinion which we then 


of seventy four guns and upwards, in com-| 
mission. 


We daily see on our own coast, admirals | 


with commands inferior to those which the| 
American navy may even now afferd. 

The new grade tobe established, and num-. 
ber of promotions, should be consistent with 
the scale and character of the naval establish- 
ment, which may not, for some years, require 


the distinction of flags, as in the British na-. 
vy, viz. red, white, ‘and blue, at the main,|cejection of our government. 


fore, or mizen, of each; making nine grades of 
admirals, rising in the order of the flags from 
‘blue to red. 

Iam, therefore, of opinion, that it is now | 
expedient to establish the grade of rear admi-| 
ral, without any distinction of flags, leaving 
the promotions to vice admiral and admiral 
for future services, and anenlarged establish- 
ment. 

I am also of opinion, that the same princi- 


/quisition of territory. 


expressed, that no hopes of peace as likely to 
result. from it, could be entertained. It is 
true, that the terms which the British govern- 
ment had so peremptorily prescribed at that 
time, have been apparently abandoned, and 
that the sine gua non then required as a pre- 
liminary to al] discussion upon other topics, 
has been reduced to an article seeuring mere- 
ly an Indian pacification, which we have a- 
igreed to accept, subject to the ratification or 
But you will 
perceive, that our request for the exchange of 
a project of a treaty, has been eluded, and that 
in their last note, the British plenipotentiari ies 
have advanced a demand not enly new and in- 
‘admissible, but totally incompatible with their 
uniform previous declarations, that Great Bri- 
tain had no view in this negociation to any ac- 
It will be perceived, 
that this new pretension was brought forward 
immediately after the ac¢ounts had been re- 














ple which induced the establishment of brevet} ceived that a British force had taken posses- 
rank in the army, for gallant actions, merito- sion of all that part of the state of Massachu- 
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setts situate east of Penobscot river. ‘The 
British plenipotentiaries have invariably re- 
ferred to their government every note receiv- 
ed from us, and waited the return of their 
messenger before they have transmitted to us 
their answer, and the wholetenor of the cor- 
respondence, as wellas the manner in which 
it has been condacted on the part of the. Bri- 
tish government, have concurred to convince 
us, that their object has been delay: their mo- 
tives for this policy we presume to have been 
to keep the alternative of peace, or of a pro- 
tracted war, in their own hands, until the ge 
neral arrangement of European affairs should 


and extvaordinary from the United States of. 
America, have givento the official note which 
they have had the honor of receiving from his 
Britannic majesty’s plenipotentiaries the de- 
liberate attention which the importance of its 
contents required, and have now that of trans- 
mitting to them their answer on the several 
points to which it refers. : 


They would present to the consideration of 
the British plenipotentiaries, that lord Castle- 
reagh, in his letter of the 4th of Movember 
i813, to the American secretary of state, 
pledges the faith of the British government 
ithat “they were willing to enter into discus- 





be accomplished at the congress of Vienna, |sion with the covernment of America for the 
and until they could avail themselves of the conciliatory adjustment of the differences sub- 
advantages which they have anticipated from, sisting between the two states, with an earnest 
the success of their arms during the present) desire on their part to bring them to a favor- 
campaign in America, _ jable issue, upon principles of perfect recipro- 

Although the sovereigns who had determin- jcity, not inconsistent with the established max- 


smelt rs , ‘ 3 ‘ 
ed to be present at the congress of Vienna |jms of public law, and the maritime rights of 


have been already several weeks assembled |the British empire.” his fact alone might 
there, it does not appear by the last advices | sufice to shew, that it ought not to have been 
from that place, that the congress has beenjexpected thatthe American government, in 
formally opened. On the contrary, by 2 de-'acceding to this propositicn, should have ex- 
claration from the plenipoteatiaries of the\ceeded its terms, and furnished the undersign- 
powers, whe were parties to the peace of Paris|ed with instructions authorising them to treat 
of 30th May last, the opening of the congress|with the British plenipotentiaries respecting 
appears to have been postponed to the first of Indians situated within the boundaries of the 
November. A memorial is said to have been| United States. What such expectation was 
presented by the French ambassador, Talley-j| not entertained by the British government 
rand, in which it is declared, that France might also have been inferred from the expli- 
having returned to her boundaries In 1702, | eit assurances which the British plenipotentia- 
can recognize none of the aggrandizements Of ries gave, on the part of their government, 
the other great potvers of Murope since that! at the first conference which the undersioned 
period, although not intending to oppose them|had the honor of holding with them, that no 





by war. 

These circumstances indicate that the new 
basis for the political system of Europe, will 
not be so speeiily settled as had been expect- 
ed. ‘The principle thus assumed by France is 
very extensive in its effects, and opens a field 
for negociation much wider than had been an- 
ticipated. We think it does not promise an 
aspect of immediate tranquility to this conti- 
nent, and that it will disconcert particularly 
the measures which Great Britain has been 
taking with regard to the future destination 
of this country, among ethers, and to which 
she has attached} apparent)y much importance. 

We have the honor to be, with great re- 
spect :ir, your verv humble servants. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
J.-A BAYARD, 

H. CLAY. 

JONA. RUSSELL, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


NO. II. 
AMERICAN NOTE. 

The ministers plenipotentiary and extraordi- 
nary of the United States to the plenipoten- 
liaries of his Britannte majesty. 

Guent, August 24, 1814. 
The undersigned, ministers plenipotentiary 


events, subsequent to the first proposal for 
this negociation, had, in any manner, varied 
either the disposition of the British govern 
ment, that it might terminate in a peace ho- 
norable to both parties, or the terms upouw 
which they would be willing to conclude it, 
It is well known that the differences which 
‘unhappily subsist between G. Britain and the 
'U. States, and which ultimately led to the 








Ipresent war, were wholly of a maritime na-. 


‘ture, arising principally from the British or- 
ders in council, in relation to blockades, and 
‘from the impressment of mariners from on. 
‘board of American vessels —The boundary 
lof the Indian territory had never been a sub- 
ject of difference between the two countries. 
Neither the principles of reciprocity, the max- 
ims of public law, nor the maritime rights of 
the British empire could require the perma- 
nent establishment of such boundary. ‘The 
noyel pretensions now advanced could no more 
jhave been anticipated by the government of 
‘the U. States, in forming instructions for this 
| negociation, than they seem to have been con- 
templated by thatol G Britain in November 
last in proposing it. Lord Castlereayth’s note 
imakes the termination of the war to depend 
oi conciliatory adjustment of the clseren- 
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ces then subsisting between the two states, and 
in no other condition whatever. 

Nor could the American government have 
foreseen that Great Britain in order to obtain 
peace for the Indians, residing within the do- 
Minions of the United States, whom she had 
induced to take part with her in the war, 
would demand that they should be made par- 
ties to the treaty between the two nations, or 
that the boyndaries of their lands should be; 
permanently and irrevocably fixed by that 
treaty. Such a proposition is contrary to 
the acknowledged principles of public law, 
and the practice of all civilized nations, par- 


ticularly of Great Britain and of the United! 


States. [tis not founded on rec¥procity. It 
is unnecessary for the attainment of the ob- 
ject which it professes to have in view. 

No maxim of public law has hitherto been 
more universally established among the pow- | 


sale, the United States will protect all the said 
Indian tribes in the quiet enjoyment of their 
lands against all citizens of the United States, 
and against all other white persons who in- 
irude on the same, and that the said Indian 
tribes again acknowledge themselves to be un. 
der the protection of the said United States,- 
jand of no'ether power whatever.” 

‘that there is no reciprocity in the propos- 
ed stipulation is evident. In prohibiting G. 
|Britdin and the United States from purchas- 
ing lands within a part of the dominion of the 
latter power, while it professes to take from 
'G. Britain a privilege which she had not, it 
actually deprives the U. States of a right ex- 
clusively belonging to them 
| ‘Khe proposition ts utterly unnecessary for 
the purpose of obtaining a pacification for the 
‘Indians residing within the territories of the 
| United States. The undersigned have alrea- 











ers of Kurope possessing territories in Ame-!dy had the honor of informing the British 
rica, and there is none to which Great Britain: 'pleini potentiaries, that, under the system of 
has more uniformiy and inflexibly adhered, liberal policy adopted by the United Statesin 
than that of suffering nointerposition of a fo.’ their reiations with the Indians within their 
reign power in the relations between the ac-|terr itories, an uninterrupted peace had sub 
knowted: ged sovereign of the territory, and‘sisted from the year 1775, not only between 
the Indians situated ¢ upon it. Without the ad-ithe Uniied States and ali those tribes,but 
mission of this principle, there would be no:also amongst those tribes themselves for a 
intelligible meaning attached to stipulations;longer period ot time than ever had been 
establishing boundaries between the domini-| known since the first settlement of North A- 
ons in America of civilized nations possess-' merica. Against those Indians the United 
ing territories inhabited by Indian tribes. —' States have neither interest nor inclination to 
Whatever may Ye the relations of Indians tojcontinuethe war. They have nothing to ask. 
the nation in whose territory they are thusac-;of them but peace. Commissioners on their 
knowledged to reside, they cannot be consi-' part have been appointed to conclude it, and 
dered as an independent power by the nation,an armistice was actually made last autumn 
which has made such acknowledgment. with most of those tribes. The British go- 
The territory of which G Britain Wishes, vernment may again have induced some of 
now to dispose, is within the dominions of the them to take the.r side in the war, but peace 
United States, was solemnly acknowledged | with them will necessarily follow immediately 
by herself in the treaty of peace of 1783, |a peace with G. Britain. To a provisional ar- 
which established their boundaries, and by, ticle similar to what has been stipulated in 
which she relinquished all claim to the go-' some former treaties, engaging that each par- 
vernment, propriety, and territorial rights | ty will treat for the Indians within its terri- 


within these boundaries. No condition res- 
ecting the Indians residing therein, was in- 
serted in that treaty. No stipulation similar 
to that now proposed is to be found in any trea- 
ty made by G. iritain, or within the know- 
tedge of the undersigned, by any other nation. 
‘Tie Indian tribes for which Great Britain 
proposes now to stipulate have, themselves. 
acknowledged this principle. By the Green- 
ville treaty of 1995, to which the British ple- 
nipotentiaries have here alluded, itis express-| 
ly stipulated, and the condition has been con-| 
tirmed by every subsequent treaty, so late as| 





tories, include them in the peace, and use its 


best endeavors to prevent them from commit- 
ting hostilities against the citizens or subjects 
of the other party, the undersigned might as- 

sent, and rely on the approbation and ratifi- 
cation of their government. They would also 
for the purpose of securing the duration of 
peace, and to prevent collisions which might 
interruptit, propose a stipulation which should 
preclude the subjects or citizens of each na- 
tion,respectively from trading with the Indians 
residing in the territory of the other. But to 
surrender both the rights of sovereignty and 


the year 1810, “ That the Indjan tribes shall| of soil over nearly one third of the territorial 
dominions of the United States to a number 
of Indians not probably exceeding twenty 
thousand, the undersigned are so far from be- 
instructed or authorized, that any ar- 
rangement forthat purpose would be instan- 
taneously rejected by their government. 


quietly enjoy their lands, hunting, planting, 
and dwelling thereon, solonzas they pleate, 
without any molestation from the U. States: 


but that when those tribes, or any of them,)inz 


shall be disposed to sell their lands, they shall! 
be sold only to the U. States: that until such 








